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Department of Auditor of State 



CoLUMBUSj Ohio, November 15, 1909. 

To County Auditors and Real Estate Assesso^rs. 

Gentlemen :<— In view of the many perplexing questions 'necessarily 
arising in the appraising and equalizing of the real property, I deem it 
essential that a compilation of the various laws pertaining to the duties 
of the county auditors, and district assessors, be made, together with such 
instructions as may be deemed best for the guidance of the various officials 
in the performance of their duties relative to the quadrennial appraise- 
ment of :real property for the year 1910. 

The laws of the state thus prepared, and each official furnished with 
a copy of the same, will afford much valuable information that could not 
otherwise be easily obtained. 

With this compilation of the laws at hand, the various officials can 
become familiar with their duties and be able to give a more intelligent 
administration in their particular office. 

Believing that this will tend to a uniformity and equality in the re- 
valuation of real estate for taxation for the next quadrennial period, 
and being authorized to issue instructions to county auditors, as provided 
in section i66 of the Revised Statutes of Ohio, I have prepared for the 
use of the officers named an arrangement of the laws with notes and in- 
structions designed to effect the object desired. 
Respectfully, 
E. M. FULLINGTON, Auditor of State. 
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[Senate Bill No. 99.] 

AN ACT 

To provide for tbe election of asaessora of real property. 

Be it enacted by. the General Assembly of the State of Ohio: 

Section i. At the election to be held in' November, 1909, and every 
fourth year thereafter, there shall he elected by the qualified electors of 
each township, in each county of the state, except where all of such town- 
ship lies within the corporate limits of a city or village, and in that case in 
so much of tile township as lies without the corporate limits of a city, one 
citizen having the qualifications of an elector as an assessor of real prop- 
erty within such township or village ; provided, further, tliat when a part 
only of a township lie within the corporate limits of a city or village, the 
township assessors provided for herein shall be elected by the electors of 
the township outside of said village or city and all such township asses- 
sor^ and such boards of city and village assessors shall perform their 
duties as defined herein only in tlie territory in which he or they are 
elected, and in any county within the limits of which there is a' city there 
shail be elected by, the electors of said city a board of five citizens of said 
city having the qualifications of electors as assessors of real property with- 
in such city. The names of all the candidates for assessors of real property 
herein provided for, however nominated, shall be placed on one independ- 
ent and separate ballot, without any designation whatever except for as- 
sessor of real property, and the number of members to be elected. 

A cross shall be placed at tfie left of the name of each candidate for 
whom the elector desires to vote. The person having the highest number 
of votes shall be declared elected an assessor of real property, and the next 
highest, and =0 on until the number of members required to be elected 
shall have been selected from the number having the highest number of 
vote?. 

Tile ballots shall be printed and prepared in the same manner as is 
provided for the election of members of the board of education under 
section 3970-10 of the Revised Statutes of Ohio, as supplemented by act 
passed March 22, 1906. 

The judges of election shall keep a separate poll book for the election 
of said assessors and the returns thereof, duly certified as in other cases, 
shall be made to the county board of elections, which board shall open 
the same an<l declare the result and within ten days after opening such 
returns shall give notice to each of the persons elected of his election. 
Such real estate assessors when so elected as aforesaid shall within and 
for tlieir respective districts have all the power and perform all the duties 
heretofore conferred up<xi or required of the decennial assessors 0/ real 
estate elected under any and all laws now in force pertaining to such 
assessors. 

Section' 2. Each person so elected shall, within ten days afteV re- 
ceiving notice of his election, file with the county auditor his bond pay- 
able to the state, with at least one good surety, to the acceptance of the 
auditor, in the sum of two thousand dollars, conditioned that he will dili- 
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4 TAX LAWS OF OHIO. 

gently, faithfully, and impartially perform all and singular, the duties en- 
joined on him by law, and he shall, moreover, take and subscribe on said 
bond an oath of office ; and if any person so e'ected shall fail to give bond, 
or shall fail to take an oath, as is required in this section, within the time 
therein prescribed, the office to which he was elected shall be considered 
vacant. 

Section 3. If there shall be a vacancy for the cause aforesaid or 
from any other cause, or if there shall be a failure to elect in any township 
of any county, such vacancy or office shall be forthwith filled by the town- 
ship trustees of said township or any two of them, by the appointment of 
any competent and suitable elector of such township who will accept and 
perform the duties of such office, who shall give bond and take an oath of 
office as required in the foregoing section, and if there shall be a vacancy 
for the cause aforesaid, or from any other cause, or if there sliall be a 
failure to elect in any city within the limits of any county, such vacancy 
or office shall be forthwith filled by the mayor, city treasurer and the 
president- of the board of sinking fund trustees, or any two of them, by 
the ai^ointment of any competent and suitable citizen of such city who 
will accept and perform the duties of such office, who shall give bond and 
take an oath of office, as is required in the foregoing section. 

The board of assessors of real property elected in any cjty in this 
state under the provisions of this act shall meet at the county auditor's 
office on or before the first Monday in January after their election at twelve 
o'clock noon of said day and shall elect one of their number as president 
and anotlier as secretary of said board. 

Section 4. The auditor of each comity shall on or before the tenth 
day of January, 1910, and every fourth year thereafter, make out and 
deliver to the assessor of each township in his county, and to the board of 
assessors of each city in his county, an abstract from the books in his of- 
fice, containing a description of each tract ^nd lot of real property, situate 
within such township or city as the case may be, with the name of the 
owner thereof, if known, and the number of acres or quantity of land 
contained therein, as the same shall appear on his books ; and also a map 
of each township and village within each township and of each city within 
his county, with such plat books as may be necessary to enable the town- 
ship assessor and the board of city assessors to make a correct plat of 
each section, survey, and tract in their respective districts. 

Section 5. The assessors elected under this act shall begin the valu- 
ation of the real property in their respective districts on or before the fif- 
teenth day of January after their election and shall complete the same on 
or before July ist following. 

Section 6. The county commissioners of each county shall fix the 
salary of the township assessors and the board or boards of city assessors 
in their respective counties, which salary shall not be less, than three dol- 
lars and fifty cents per day, and' not to exceed one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars per month for the time necessarily employed in the perfomiance of 
their duties, and which salary shall be payable monthly out of the county 
treasury upon allowance by the board of county commissioners, upon the 
warrant of the county auditor. 

Section 7. Any board of real estate assessors in any city elected 
under the provisions of this act which shall deem it necessary to enable 
them to complete within the time herein prescribed the proper listing and 

Goo<^lc 



TAX LAWS OF OHIO. 6 

valuation o£ the real property within such municipality shall have power 
to employ a chief clerk and appoint such expert assistants, as such board 
may deem -necessary, and fix their compensation, which shall be paid out 
of the county treasury upon the order of said board of assessors and the 
warrant of the county auditor, and such incidental expenses as such board 
shall deem necessary, shall be paid out of the county treasury in like man- 
ner; provided, however, that the total cost of any quadrennial appraise- 
ment in any city shall not exceed the sum of one-twentieth of one per 
cent, of the total tax duplicate of said city, for the year in which said 
quadrennial appraisement is made. 

Section 8. In cities the board of real estate assessors shall cause to 
be printed in pamphlet form a list showing all the real estate owners in the 
ward, together with the street numbers, feet frontage and valuation made 
by them of each parcel of real estate, and cause a copy of same to be 
mailed to each and every owner of real estate in the ward. In townships 
and villages the auditor shall cause to be printed in pamphlet form a list 
showing all the real estate in such township or village, together with the 
lot number, township, range, survey, acreage and valuation made by them, 
as the case may be, and cause a copy of the same to be mailed to each and 
every owner of real estate in their respective political divisions. The ex- 
pense of printing and circulating all pamphlets as above provided for shall 
be paid out of the county treasury upon the order of said board of asses- 
sors and the warrant of the county auditor. 

Section 9. In each village there shall be elected in all respects ac- 
cording to the provisions of this act one real estate assessor who shall 
have the same powers and duties as are hereinbefore conferred upon such 
assessors for townships and cities. 

Section 10. All of the provisions of the statutes of the state of 
Ohio, are hereby repealed in so far as they conflict with or are incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act and not otherwise. All the powers 
and duties conferred by statute upon county auditors, the state auditor, 
county boards of equalization, boards of revision, boards of review of 
municipalities, state boards of equalization and election boards, relating to 
decennial and other equalization of real property, are hereby made ap- 
plicable and extended to quadrennial appraisements of real estate. 

Granville W, Mooney, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Francis W. Treadway, 

President of the Senate. 
Passed March 12, 1909. 
Approved March 12, 1909. 

JuDSON Harmon, 

Governor. 
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TAX LAWS OF OHIO. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVTSIOXS. 

Article XII, Section 2. 

Sec. 2. Laws shall be passed, taxing by a imitorni rule, 
all moneys, credits, investments in bonds, stocks, joint stock 
companies, or otherwise ; and also all real and' personal prop- 
erty according to its true value in money, excepting bonds 
of the state of Ohio, bonds of any city, viElage, hamlet, 
county, or township in this state, and bonds issued in belialf 
of the public schools of Ohio and the means of instruction 
in connection therewiti, which bonds shall be exempt from 
taxation; but burying grounds, pubhc schoolhouses. houses 
used exclusively for public worship, institutions of purely 
public charity, public property used exclusively for any pub- 
lic purpose, and personal property, to an amount not exceed- 
ing in value two hundred dollars, for each individual, may, 
by general laws, be exempted from taxation: but a!E such 
laws shall be subject to alteration or repeal; and the value 
of. all property, so exempted, ?hall, from time to time, be 
ascertained and published as may be directed bj- law. 

(i.) The power of taxation is included in the legisla- 
tive power. In our fonner constitution, it was limited in 
one particular — the prohibition of a poll tax. In the pres- 
ent, it is regulated or limited in other particulars. This sec- 
tion is not a grant of jxiwer, but a regidation of the power 
already granted in the first section of the second article. 
The expression is, "laws shall be passed ;" not that the 
"general assembly shall have power to pass." So of every 
provision in the twelfth article, they either prohibit or regu- 
late the exercise of the power of taxation in special in- 
stances: Baker v. Cincinnati, 11 O. S., 534-543. f iohlsun, J. 



Chapter One. 

Sec. 2730. In this title, the terms "real property" and 
"land" shall be held to mean and include not only land itself, 
whether laid out in town lots or otherwise, with all things 
contained therein but also unless othcnvisc spcciUcd, all 
buildings, structures, and improvements, and fixtures of 
whatever kind thereon, and all rights and privileges belong- 
ing, or in any wise appertaining thereto; '^ ''' ". 

The phrase "real property" and "land" is fully defined 
in that part of section 2730 above i|Uotccl, but the doctrine 
of "fixtures," by which the nature and legal incidents of 
this property must be determined, is involved in no incon- 
siderable degree of uncertainty, and not settled by consist- 
ent and ciearly defined principles of general application. 

The supreme court of the state in the case of Tcaft' v. 
Hewitt conclude that the united application of the follow- 
ing requisite will be fonnd the safest criterion of a fixture: 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



TAX LAWS OF OHIO, 7 

First — ^Actual annexation to the realty, or something 
appertaining thereto. 

Second — Appropriation to the use and purpose of that 
part of the realty with which it is connected. 

Third — The intention of the party making the annex- 
ation, to make the article a permanent accession to the free- 
hold. This intention being inferred from the nature of the 
article affixed, the relation and situation of the party mak- 
ing the annexation, the structure and mode of annexation, 
and the purpose or use for which the annexation has been 
made. (0. T. v. Hewitt, ist O. S., p. 511.) 

Sec. 2731. All property, whether real or personal, in ^^j's^jft'^ig 
tliis state, and whether belonging to individuals or corpora- taxation. 
tions, * * * shall be subject to taxation, except only sucli 
as may be expressly exempted therefrom ; and such prtq)ertv 
* * * shall be entered on the list of taxable property, as ^|^" ^^^^^ 
prescribed in this title; all tracts of land set apart for school taxable, 
or ministerial purposeis, and sold by and under authority of 
law, and all lands which shall be hereafter sold by the United 
States shall be subject to taxation as other lands in this state 
immediatey after such sale. * * * 

Sec. 2732. The following property shall be exempt Property ex- 
from taxation : ^"^ ■ 

First— All public schoolhouses and houses used ex- schools and 
clusively for public worship, the books and furniture there- .■;'"J''ohea. 
in, and the grounds attached to such buildings, necessary 
for the proper occupancy, use and enjoyment of the same, 
and not leased or otherwise used' with a view to profit ; all 
public colleges, public academies, al! buildings connected 
with the same, and all lands connected with public institu- 
tions of learning not used with a view of profit. This pro- 
vision shall not extend to leasehold estates of real property 
held under the authority of any college or university of 
learning of tliis state; provided, nevertheless, that all lease- 
holds or other estates or property whatsoever, real or per- 
sonal, the rents, issues, profits and income of which have 
been, or hereafter shall be given to any city, village, school 
district or sub-district, in thi& state, exclusively for the use, 
endowment or support of schools for free education of 
youth without charge, are and shall be exempt from taxa- 
tion so long as such property, or the rents, issues, profits 
and income thereof shall be used and applied exclusively 
for the support of free education by such city, town, village, 
district or sub-distriot. 

Second— AH lands used exclusively as graveyards, or ^-anie^g^iga 
grounds for burying the dead, except such as are held by . 
any person or persons, company or corporation, with' a view 
to profit or for the purpose of speculating in the sale thereof. 

Third— AH property, whether real or personal, be- fJti'prop^w' 
longing exclusively to the state or United States. 

Fourth — All buildings belonging to counties, used for county buiid- 
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holding courts, for jails or for county offices, with the 
g;rounds not exceeding, in any county, ten acres, on which 
such buildings are erected. 

Fifth — All lands, houses and other buildings belong- 
ing to any county, township or town, used exclusively for 
the accommodation or support of the poor. 

Sixth — All buildings belonging to institutions of pure- 
ly public charity, tc^ther with the land actually occupied 
by such institutions, not leased or otherwise with a view to 
profit, and all moneys and credits appropriated solely to sus- 
taining and belonging exclusively to such institutions. 

Seventh — ^All fire engines and other- implements used 
for the extinguishment of fires, with>.i:he buildings used ex- 
clusively for the safe keeping thereof and for the meeting 
of fire companies, whether belonging to any town or to any 
fire company therein organized. 

Eighth — All market houses, public squares or other 
public grounds, town or township houses or halls, used ex- 
clusively for public purposes; and all works, machinery, 
pipe lines and fixtures belonging to any town, and used 
exclusively for conveying water to such town, or for heat- 
ing and lighting the same. 

Ninth — E^ch individual residing in this state may de- 
duct a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, as exempt 
from taxation from the aggregate listed value of Ws taxable 
pesonal property of any kind, of which said individual is 
the actual owner, except dogs. 

Tenth — ^AU funds raised and set apart for the purpose 
of building monuments to the fallen soldiers of the state, 
and all monuments and monumental buildings, when erected, 
shall be forever exempt from taxation for any purpose 
whatever. [O. L., 88 v. 95 ; 91 v. 393, 216.] 

Eleventh — Lands purchased by the United States shall, 
so long as said lands remain the property of the United 
States, and no longer, be exempt from all taxes, assessments 
and other charges which may be levied or imposed under 
the authority of the state. [85 v. 34.] 

Twelfth — All lands in the state of Ohio, on which are 
situated any prehistoric earthworks, and which have been or 
may hereafter be purchased by any person, association or 
company for the purpose of the preservation of said earth- 
works, and are not held for profit but are or shall be dedi- 
cated to puMic uses as prehistoric parks, shall be exempt 
from taxation. [85 v, 121.] 

SECTipN 2732a. Any lands held and used as the place 
of interment of any distinguished deceased person and as the 
place of a monument or memorial to such deceased per- 
son, as provided for by section 3575a of the Revised Stat- 
utes of Ohio, together with any funds or moneys raised or 
held for the purpose of maintaining or caring for such 
monument or memorial, and its place of erection shall, so 



Digitized by Google 



long as they are held and used for said purpose, be exempt 
from taxation or assessment for any purpose whatsoever. 
[97 V. II5-] 

Note: — -Residences of Catholic brothers and sisters are 
exempt, but not church parsonages, rectors' or priests' resi- 
dences. Circuit court of Franklin county, confirmed by 
supreme court. Watterson vs. Halliday et al. 



[House Bill No, I 
\-AN ACT 



Be it etiacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio: 

Section i. That section two thousand seven hundred Land held by 
and thirtv-three of the Revised Statutes be amended so as cie^°efc^°and 
to read as follows: {^"'tS'vr^e^n 

Sec. 2733. AH lands held under lease for any term J'^^^xltK^^ 
exceeding fourteen years, and not subject to re-valuation, 
belonging to the state or any municipal corporation, or to 
any religious, scientific or benevolent society or institution, 
whether incorporated or unincorporated, or to trustees for 
free education only, and schoo! and ministerial lands, shall 
be considered for all purposes of taxation as the property of 
the person or persons holding the same, and shall be assessed 
in their name. [O. L,, 78, v. 32.] 

RETURN OF EXEMPTED REAL ESTATE. 

Sec. 2799. The district assessor, at the time of making Return of wc- 
the assessment of real property subject to taxation, shall ™gtl!^ '^' 
enter in a separate list pertinent descriptions of all burning 
grounds, public schoolhouses and houses used exclusively 
for public worship, and institutions of purely public char- 
ity, and public buildings and property used exclusively for 
any public purpose, with the lot or tract of land on which 
such house or institution or public building is situated, and 
which are exempt from taxation; and he shall value such 
houses, buildings, property, and lots and tracts of land at 
their true value in money, in the same manner that he is 
required to value other real property, designating in each 
case the township or town, and number of the school dis- 
trict, or the name or designation of the school, religious 
society, or institution to which each house, lot or tract be- 
longs; or if such property is held and used for other pub- 
lic purposes, he shall state by whom or how it is held. 
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Sec. 2744, R. S. The president, secretary and prin- 
cipal accounting officer of every canal or slack water navi- 
gation company, turnpike company, plank road company, 
bridge company, insurance company, telegraph company, or 
other joint stock companies, except banking or other cor- 
porations whose taxation is specially provided for, for 
whatever purpose they may have been created, whether in- 
corporated by any law of this state or not, shall list for tax- 
ation, verified by the oath of the person so listing, all the 
personal property which shell be held to include all such 
real estate as is necessary to the daily operations of the 
company, moneys, and credits of such company or corpora- 
tion within the state at the actual value in monej- in man- 
ner following: In all cases return shall be made to the 
several auditors of the respective counties where such prop- 
erty may be situated, together with a statement of the 
amount of said proijerty, which is situated in each township, 
village, city or ward therein. The value of all movable 
property shall be added to the , stationary and fixed prop- 
erty and real estate, and proportioned to such wards, cities, 
villages or townships, pro rata, in proportion to the vaiue 
of the real estate and fixed property in said ward: city, vil- 
lage or township, and all property so listed shall be subject 
to, and pay the same taxes as other property listed in such 
ward, city, village or township. ***** 

NoTE:^In the appraisement of real estate, particular ■ 
attention is called to the provisions of section 2744, Under 
the provisions of this section, all the property, including 
real estate, of joint stock companies, except banking or 
other corporations whose taxation is specifically provided 
for, necessary to the daily operations of the company, is 
held to he personal property, and does not come within the 
jurisdiction of the quadrennial assessors of real estate, and 
muat be returned to the county auditor annually during the 
month of May. Tliis may be a radical departure from 
former customs, but the intent of the statute is very clear, 
and the county auditors and quadrennial assessors will there- 
fore govern themselves accordingly, and will not include 
in their appraisement of real estate any of the land, lots or 
buildings of any joint stock company, necessary to tlie daily 
operation of the company, except banking or other corpora- 
tions specifically provided for. "Necessary to the daily 
operations of the company" is held to mean, for the pur- 
pose of taxation luider section 2744, R, S., to include all 
buildings, machinery and equipment, the lands or lots on 
which the same are situated, together with side track or 
switches affording connection with railroads or water trans- 
jwrtation, and will include all classes of manufacturers, coal 
companies, etc. 
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Special attention is called to section 2744 that you may 
liccome familiar with its meaning' and operation. 

Sec. 3790. It shall be the duty of each district asses- ^^l^^^^^'r 
sor to make out from the maps and descriptions furnished description 
him by the county auditor and from such other sources of Si'mbo^'*'"' 
information as shall be in his power, a correct and pertinent bianki. 
description of each tract and lot of real property in his dis- 
trict; and when he shall deem it necessary to obtain an ac- 
curate description of any separate tract or lot in his district, 
he may require the owner or occupier thereof to furnish the 
same, with any title papers he may have in his possession ; 
and if snch owner or occupier, upon demand made for the 
same, shall neglect or refuse to furnish a satisfactory de- 
scription of such parcel of real property to such assessor, 
he may employ a competent surveyor to make out a descrip- 
tion of the boundaries and location thereof, and a statement 
of the quantity of land therein, and the expense of such 
survey shall be retumeel by such assessor to the auditor of 
the county, who shall add the same to the tax assessed upon 
such real property ; and it shall be collected by the treasurer 
of the coimty with such tax, and when collected, shall be 
paid, on demand, to the person to whom the same is due ; 
and he shall in all cases, from actual view, and from the 
best sources of information within his reach, determine as 
near as practicable the true value of each separate tract and 
lot of real property in his district, according to the rules 
prescribed by this chapter for valuing real property ; and he 
shall note in his plat-book, separately, the value of all dwell- 
ng houses, milb, and other buildings, which exceed one hun- 
dred dollars in value, on any tract of land or plat of land 
not incorporated, or on any land or lot of land included in 
any municipal corporation, which shall be carried out as a 
part of the value of such tract; he shall also enter on his 
plat-book the number of acres of arable or plow land, the 
number of acres of meadow and pasture land, and the num- 
ber of acres of wood and uncultivated land, in each tract, 
as near as may be. And he shall at the same time ascertain 
as near as may be, from the owner or agent, the amount of 
the mortgage indebtedness upon each tract and lot in his 
district, and report the aggregate amount of the same to 
the county auditor. And he shall also, at the same time, or 
before he makes his returns to the coimty auditor, deliver 
to the owner or agent of any tract or lot in his district (by 
mail or otherwise, if known, and a resident of the district), 
a true and certified copy of the valuation of each tract or lot, 
also of any building or buildings thereon, so valued by him. 
The blanks necessary for the purposes aforesaid shall be 
furnished by the county auditor, and- paid for by the county 
commissioners out of the coimt}' treasury. 

Note: — This separate valuation of land and improve- 
ments has no reference to improvement assessments: 
Findlay v, Frey, 51 O. S., 390, 401. 
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AsseBB^to Sec. 2791. Whenever any original survey, section, 

BeoUoSs " tract, or lot shall have become divided into such small par- 
a^"^t*re-' "^^'s o"^ fractions, as to render the description of the several 
corded; after parts thereof indefinite and doubtful, the assessors of real 
ber to' be aut- property in their several districts, may, and they are hereby 
acrfpuonT required, when appraising any such survey and section, 

owner ot land tract, or lot, or part thereof, so subdivided as aforesaid, lO 
county'ftudrtor cause the said section, or such parts thereof as may be nec- 
aurvey, etc., essary, to be accurately platted, and laid out into such sub- 
in certun ,../ , ,--- -, * . *. ■ 
caaes; county divisions as the dmerent titles to the land m the same may 
recS"e ^ner require, and to number the said fractions or subdivisions as 
w^eto^-^H^' ^'■^'^•'O"* or subdivisions of said section, tract, or lot or 
owner fall to part thereof, or such parts thereof as may be subdivided, 
Smn^^i^t?' and shall deliver the said plat so numbered to the recorder 
'<"■ "n^y iiave of the county who shall accurately record the same and 
add ezpenae from and after such record shall have been made, the num- 
be ^ooiSed *" ^^^^ ^*^ given to said subdivisions or fractions shall be 
etc. ' deemed in law a sufficient description of the land so platted, 
numbered and recorded, for all purposes of taxation and 
conveyancing. When the assessor shall have neglected to 
plat and number such divisions, or the survey, section, tract, 
lot or part thereof, has been or hereafter may be subdivided 
after the assessment and aj^raisal thereof, and- in the opin- 
ion of the auditor of the county the same is required to be 
platted and numbered for the purpose of a pertinent de- 
scription thereof upon his duplicate, the county auditor may 
require the owner or owners, occupier or occupiers of such 
section, tract, lot, or part thereof, to produce to him at his 
office the title papers and surveys of the several subdivisions 
thereof, as well as of the survey, section, tract, lot, or 
part thereof, subdivided, on a day certain not longer than 
thirty, nor less than ten days from the date of such notice. 
If the owner or owners, occupier or occupiers of any survey, 
section, tract, lot, or part thereof, so subdivided, fail to 
appear when so required, and produce the title papers, or 
so prodlicing them, the auditor cannot, without a survey, 
plat and number said subdivisions, he may require such 
owner or owners, occupier or occupiers, to cause the same 
to be surveyed, platted and numbered within twenty days, 
and said survey and plat delivered to the recorder of said 
county for record. If such, survey and plat is not made and 
delivered to the recorder within the time required, or the 
owner or owners, occupier or occupiers or any of them, 
have not appeared when so required, the auditor may cause 
the subdivision or subdivisions of such survey, section, tract, 
lot or part thereof, to be surveyed, platted and numbered by 
the county surveyor, and recorded by the county recorder. 
The expense of the survey and records so made by the order 
of the county auditor shall be reported to him by the sur- 
veyor and recorder, and by said auditor added to the tax on 
such subdivision in proportion to the quantity of land in 
each, which shall be collected as the other taxes against the 
same, and when collected paid over to the parties entitled 
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TAX LAWS OF OHIO. 1 

:hereto on the warrant of the auditor. When the title papers 
ire produced to the auditor he is authorized, if practicable, 
to plat, allot and number said subdivisions. The plat so made 
by the auditor shall be recorded upon the records of deeds of 
the county. After the same has been so platted and numbered 
by the auditor, or by the survevor, it shall be held sufficient 
for all purposes of taxation to enter such subdivision upon 
the duplicate by the numbers thereof, as is now provided by 
law for separate parcels of land and the same shall be held 
a pertinent and sufficient description thereof. 

Sec. 2792. Eacji separate parcel of real property shall '^"°'| tDbt 
Jie valued at its true value in money, excluding the value of arateiy," Md 
the crops growing thereon; but tlie price for which such ("^f^ ^-^^b- 
real property would sell at auction, or at forced sale, shall 
not be taken as the criterion of the true value, and where 
the fee of the soil of any tract, parcel or lot of land, is in 
any persork or persons, natural or 'artificial, and the right to 
any minerals therein in another or others, the same shall be 
valued and listed agreeably to such ownership in separate en- 
tries, specifying the interests listed, and shall be taxed to the 
parties owning different interests respectively; provided the 
assessor shail deduct from the value of any such tracts of 
land lying outside of municipal corporations, the amount of 
land occupied and used by a canal or used as a public high- 
way, at the time of such assessment, and if the assessor 
fails to do so, the county auditor is hereby authorized to 
make the deductions as herein provided ; and provided, fur- 
ther, that the annual board of equalization may reduce the 
mineral value assessed against lands containing or produc- 
ing petroleum (oil), natural gas, coal, ore, limestbne, fire 
clay, or other minerals in proportion as the product of such 
mineral has diminished, if such mineral product -zvas con- 
sidered as a part of the value of said real estate in its pre- 
vious appraisement for ta^xalion and annual assessors of' 
boards of equalization may assess such mineral values as 
developments of its product or existence are made. 



COAL LANDS. 

Note :— In many counties of the state, various coat 
veins underlie the land, and as many as three distinct veins, 
through development and operation are known to exist at 
various depths. Operation and development has fixed a 
value for this coal land, which is held under various condi- 
tions, the greater part being sold by the surface owner, and 
a deed of general warranty conveying the fee title given 
therefor, AH this coal land, whether in the hands of coal 
companies or held by the owner of the surface, should be 
considered at its actual value, the same as any other form 
of real estate. 

If the coal land has been sold and is held by party or 
parties other than the surface owner, the description and 
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